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Questions

Do students see themselves in the
research process?

What pedagogical value may be
discovered within nontraditional
sources”?




Roadmap

1. Introductions
2. Why Comics?
3. Heavyweight § Wake
a. Attective Communications
b. Critical Fabulation
c. Scholarly Conversation &§ Community
4. Looking Forward
5. Questions!
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Context

A Seeley G. Mudd Library

A Supporting around 1,400 students

A Coordination of instruction through
course-initiated one-shots

A10-week trimester system




Position

A Embedded relationships
A Team-taught history methods course

(2024, 2025)
| Mystery boxes

~

| Speculative stories
| Visual information




A firehose, split and melted on the street - a

valiant last stand routed into retreat.

A fallen hoop that a boy lobbed basketballs at for

hours every evening after dinner.

The steel posts of mailboxes, twisted and

stretched like hot summer taffy.

Tommy the cop bought a house next to one he'd

been renting. His family moved in last month. A Fl re StO ry

Lou had a model train layout taking up half his

garage that was already decorated for B ri an Fi es

Christmas.

Nonna Toni always baked focaccia for block (201 9)

parties, despite being too infirm to attend herself.

Bob and Robyn left for Rome two days ago. Their

car bled molten aluminum into the gutter.

| looked down my street, stupidly hoping to see a

miracle.
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A Fire Story, pp. 19




LOU HAD A MODEL TRAN LAYOUT NONNA TONI ALWAYS BAKED FOCACLIA
TAKING UP HALF WIS GARAGE THAT WAS FOR BLOCK PARTIES, DESPITE BENG
ALREADY DECORATED FOR CHRISTMAS. TOO INFIRM TO ATTEND MERSELF

A Fire Story
Brian Fies
(2019)
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A Fire Story, pp. 19




Comics

A Quest for a definition...
A Organization,
communication, audience
| Kirk and Guardiola
(2019)
A Inclusive applications
| Humanities
classrooms (& more)
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Deepening the Framework

A ACRL framework tor information literacy for higher education
| Authority /authenticity

~

| Process of creation: “visual database”
Diab (2019)
A ACRL framework for visual literacy in higher education
| “Learners perceive visuals as communicating information”

| “Learners pursue social justice through visual practice”
Dutty (2010)

~
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Rebecca Hall

Wake: The Hidden History of
Women-led Slave Revolts
(2019) lllustrated by Hugo
Martinez

Solomon J. Brager

Heavyweight: A Family
History of the Holocaust,

Empire, and Memory
(2024)



Affective Communications

A C. Kuhlthau, Information Seeking Model (1988)

| Identitying cognitive, emotional, physical transitions
with search process

AUncertainty  Frustration  Confidence

AThe interior searcher

| Sense of a haunting (Hall & Brager)

~
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Wake, pp. 9

For a while, | felt like S,
| was full of ghosts.
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Heavyweight, pp. 17




N TR A Researchers coming to terms with

Py WSk 0 | legacies

from travma whea we integrate the B
past Inteo who we are,

N 1t becomes a part of vy that
we acknowledge and provides |
vadergtanding of ovr world,

Can you chill with
the projecting?

Can you chill with
the smoking?

banigh or exercige, 1t I gomething
we want o interaalize,

Of course |'ve got

paranorm/ allergies.

| guess | was |ookin9
for a role model or like,
a hero. My mistake.

| / Surw'ved.
|punched

Nazis!

305

Heavyweight, pp. 305




Affective Communications

APractices
| Mapping out “holistic” search process
Normalize emotions in research
| Personal &§ communal identities
| Wrestling with offensive terminology,
confronting systemic barriers
| Reinforcing reflective check-ins
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Scholarly
Conversation &
Community

AAccess into scholarly conversation
| Intellectuals, oral histories

ADocumented process of consulting
breadth of sources

| Citations
Alnterwoven records in the text
| Photographs
| Postcards

| Correspondence




Po the ghareholders in this particvlar

ghip gvbgcrive tO the
acthod] Where more

ca
canla tera be gold

rge gpoiling, but more arrive whe
I the Americas,

“eight-packing™
people die, Ine

A Juxtapositions with

recognizable sources

\v1

iwuxu«r

Or are they "looge packers,” believiag
that profit ig maximized by less

mortality, thereby giviag thelr carge
more room to breathe]

mhhh?""h'ﬂ'ﬁ'ﬁ” i -

14 18 a complex buginess turaing people lnte thiags,
Things that can be stored, shipped, and sold,
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My eyes glaze at the calclations And i1t 1g w0t eagy For a higtoriae it
o4 pergon-to-tommage ratiog, comb throvgh these ‘ocuonh
And how o be mogt e ficient In “.'l.‘ A comblaation of .““ L

Arraaglag the cargo, boredom, anger, And constant eItk

Wake, pp.

Thomas Clarkson, “Slave ship
diagram”’ (1808
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Compare to this earlier
advertising card from
1900 that depicts
Herero men as 3
particular threat fo
German women
and children.

In reality,
there were few
German woemen in
the colony. Violence against
Herero women and children was
endemic and normalized.
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Heavyweight, pp. 60

AVisualizations & propaganda

A Capturing intellectual discourse

R

%m@ The ofocfrr"rre of Fascism, with its extreme
4@ Jihgeism, /ts éxaggerated exaltation of
fhe state and its Comic-opera glorification
race, has given a new and greater impetus
fo the policy of wor/d imperialism which had
conquered and subjected to systemic ind

ruthless explo/tation virtually o/l of the
darker populations of the earth,

french and British Imperialism
n West e 1936

" @h C%i
.before they were its victims, they were /fs %\ %
decomplices; that fhey tolerated that Nazism
before i was inflicted on them, that they
ibsolved it shut their eyes fo it legitimized
it becouse, until then, it had been applied
only to non-European pecples; that they have
Cultivated that Nazism, that they are
responsible for it

Discourse on C olonialism, 1955

%‘bo @ M 6 N
QO % S |
There was no Nazi afrocity - concentration
Camps, wholesale maiming and murder,
defilement of women and ghastly blasphemy
of childhood = which Chrishan civilization
or Europe had not long been practicing
39ainst colored folk in all parts of the world
/n the name of and for the defense of 2
Superror face born o rule the world

The World énd Africa, 1997

Heavyweight, pp. 49




Scholarly
Conversation &
Community

APractices

| Retracing research process
Student participation

| Critical consciousness

| Valuing contributions
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On Critical Fabulation

ASaidiya Hartman

A“"Venus in Two Acts.” Small Axe
(2008)

ADiscovering Venus and other
enslaved women in the record

AThe violence of the archive
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...to imagine what cannot be veritied, a realm of
experience which is situated between two zones of
death—social and corporeal death—and to reckon
with the precarious lives which are visible only in the
moment of their disappearance. ...it is a history
written with and against the archive.”
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