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Surface of Representation in 
Children’s Books
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 Critical Information Literacy
“...a theory and practice that considers 
the sociopolitical dimensions of 
information and production of 
knowledge, and critiques the ways in 
which systems of power shape the 
creation, distribution, and reception of 
information” (Drabinski and Tewell, 2019)





 Culturally Relevant Pedagogy 
The development of a sociopolitcal or critical 
consciousness (Ladson-Billings, 1995)

“...the ability to take learning beyond the 
confines of the classroom using school 
knowledge and skills to identify, analyze, and 
solve real-world problems”
(Ladson-Billings, 2014, p. 75)



 Critical Consciousness
“...conscientização refers to learning to 
perceive social, political, and economic 
contradictions and to take action 
against the oppressive elements of 
reality” (Freire, 2018, footnote 1, p. 35)



Publishing Industry Demographics 
and

Representation in Children’s Literature

Lesson 1



 

Activities
● Discuss, critique, and reflect on 

publishing industry demographics and 
statistics about BIPOC representation in 
children’s literature

● Explore children’s literature resources to 
find books with diverse representation



We’re going to look at the 
demographics of the publishing 
industry, focusing on race. 

What do you think we’ll see? What 
systems and structures are in 
place that make you think that?

Reflection



https://blog.leeandlow.com/2016/01/26/where-is-the-diversity-in-publishing-the-2015-diversity-baseline-survey-results/
https://blog.leeandlow.com/2016/01/26/where-is-the-diversity-in-publishing-the-2015-diversity-baseline-survey-results/


https://blog.leeandlow.com/2020/01/28/2019diversitybaselinesurvey/
https://blog.leeandlow.com/2020/01/28/2019diversitybaselinesurvey/


https://blog.leeandlow.com/2020/01/28/2019diversitybaselinesurvey/
https://blog.leeandlow.com/2020/01/28/2019diversitybaselinesurvey/


2023 Diversity Baseline Survey
Lee & Low Books

2015 79% white

2019 76% white

2023 72.5% white

https://blog.leeandlow.com/2024/02/28/2023diversitybaselinesurvey/
https://blog.leeandlow.com/2024/02/28/2023diversitybaselinesurvey/


2023 Diversity Baseline Survey
Lee & Low Books

2019 51% white

2023 36.2% white 

https://blog.leeandlow.com/2024/02/28/2023diversitybaselinesurvey/
https://blog.leeandlow.com/2024/02/28/2023diversitybaselinesurvey/


Reflection
We’re going to look at statistics 
about BIPOC representation in 
children’s books. 

What do you think we’ll see? What 
systems and structures are in place 
that make you think that? 









Why Does This Matter?
“The book industry has the power to shape culture in 
big and small ways. The people behind the books 
serve as gatekeepers, who can make a huge 
difference in determining which stories are amplified 
and which are shut out. If the people who work in 
publishing are not a diverse group, how can diverse 
voices truly be represented in its books?” 

From Lee & Low 2019 Diversity Baseline Survey Results

https://blog.leeandlow.com/2020/01/28/2019diversitybaselinesurvey/


Think + Pair + Share 
for students
● What feelings are coming up 

for you about this information?
● What stands out to you?
● How can teacher candidates 

and teachers use this 
information?



Think + Pair + Share
for librarians
● What feelings are coming up for 

you about this information?
● What stands out to you?
● How could librarians use this 

information in instruction?



1. Open the IESE 3331 Research Guide: 
z.umn.edu/iese3331 (bookmark this!)

2. Explore the resources on the Research Guide
3. Discuss with your group how the Research Guide 

resources will be helpful to you as teacher 
candidates (think both about your time at UMD 
and your time after UMD)

4. Share with the class what your group talked about

Explore + Discuss + Share
for students

http://z.umn.edu/iese3331


Looking Beyond the Surface of 
Representation in Children’s Books

Lesson 2



Why Does This Matter?

In the world of picture books currently featuring BIPOC 
characters:
● Which racial/cultural groups are represented and 

how?
● Are there patterns in these representations?
● If so, what are the messages they send about Black 

people, Indigenous people, and People of Color?

From Diverse BookFinder 

https://diversebookfinder.org/our-categories/#book-categories


1. Find a partner
2. Read through the Diverse BookFinder 

Categories
3. Read a book with your partner and circle 

the category/categories that apply to the 
book

Categorizing Activity



● Does anyone want to share 
about their book?

● What did you notice about this 
work? 

● How could you apply these 
categories to your work?

Discussion



 

1

2

3

4

Tools & 
Information

Empowerment 
& Agency

Self-Directed 
Action

Praxis 

My Reflection on
Critical Consciousness Development



B
Presented for her hometown’s equity, diversity, 
and inclusion committee about representation 
in children’s books 

J & H
Student teachers working with classroom 
teachers to review classroom libraries

J, F, & M
Created events at UMD and in Minnesota 
schools based on what they learned

OUTCOMES

L, H, J, & J
Co-presented at education and library conferences 
about this work



Closing Reflection 

How could you use or 
adapt these lessons for 
your own context?



Questions?
Kayleen Jones

Email: jone1913@d.umn.edu

Slides and handout: 
z.umn.edu/loex2024

mailto:jone1913@d.umn.edu
http://z.umn.edu/loex2024
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