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Consider supporting 
indigenous-led nonprofits 
such as the Indian Land 

Tenure Foundation 
(https://iltf.org) 

https://iltf.org
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Institutional Context

➢ Public R1; 35,000 students

➢ Target course:

￫ Humanities Core

￫ 900 students, year-long, first year students
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Agenda
1. Overview of our process

2. Q&A

3. Website of resources

4. Hands-on practice/play
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The trouble with library tutorials…



Dispositions listed under ACRL Frame “Research as Inquiry”

➢ Consider research as open-ended exploration and engagement 
with information

➢ Appreciate that a question may appear to be simple but still 
disruptive and important to research

➢ Maintain an open mind and a critical stance
➢ Value persistence, adaptability, and flexibility and recognize that 

ambiguity can benefit the research process…
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EMPATHIZE

DEFINE

IDEATE

PROTOTYPE

TEST

Listen to the 
user’s 

experience 
and feelings

Infer what the 
problem is

What are 
possible 

solutions? 
Brainstorm 

lots of them!

Quick builds 

Feedback 
from users
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EMPATHIZE

DEFINE

IDEATE

PROTOTYPE

TEST

Research 
consultations, 

Humanities 
Core course 
curriculum

Missing 
“Research as 

Inquiry” model

So. Many.

Google Docs!
Conceptboard!

Twine!

User tests, 
colleague 

feedback, faculty 
feedback, pilot 

year

What Design Thinking Looked Like…
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IdeateIDEATE
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IdeateIDEATE

https://caitkirby.com/downloads/Fall%202020.html
https://caitkirby.com/downloads/Fall%202020.html
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PrototypePROTOTYPE
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PrototypePROTOTYPE
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PrototypePROTOTYPE
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TestTEST
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  Pilot ReleaseTEST
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TestTEST

“After doing the Tarzan research simulation, I got a better sense of how to 
navigate my own research into my primary sources. There is no right or 
wrong way to following a path, and you can always back track or switch to a 
different direction. As you get deeper into the research is where you become 
more concise and articulate with your topic and argument...”
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TestTEST

“The Tarzan research simulation laid out an organized path in which I can follow 
for my own research process. The paths were vague in my head and the activity 
was able to clarify the process of delving into a source, exploring various types 
of media, and lightly skimming for secondary sources… In walking me through 
an organized process, I am able to reflect upon this simulation in order to conduct 
a structured research process to delve into a wide variety of sources…”
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TestTEST

I realized that there were multiple different paths I could choose while 
considering a primary source and its topic, and that not every step was 
promising or helpful for my research… The simulation did help me 
understand how to get started by showing different steps I could take during 
research.
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Prototype 2PROTOTYPE



“I was feeling so stuck before I did 
this simulation, because I thought 
that I needed to find a secondary 

source right away that talked about 
my primary source. By doing this, I 
saw how analyzing your primary 

source WAS research, and I feel a lot 
better about exploring ideas that 
seem vague or open-ended right 

now, but might become more clear as 
I look into them…
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THANKS!
Presentation Q&A
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sites.google.com/oxy.edu/loex


