
Creating Interactive Worksheets Using Active and Cooperative Learning Strategies to Teach 

Foundational Skills, Get Students Talking, and Complete Task-Based Objectives 

____________________________________________________________________________________

Guided Notes: is an outline note structure given to students. They include blank spaces, graphic 

organizers and other visual aids. Students are prompted to fill in the notes during a presentation.  

Guided Notes Improve Information Retention  Guide Notes Increase Student Engagement  

Helps students retain complex information  
 
 
 

Students view guided notes as positive experience 
 
 

Guided Notes Have Cognitive Benefits  Guided Notes Present a Few Challenges  

Reduces cognitive load  
 
  
 
 
 
 

Time consuming to create  
 
  

 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Common Types of Guided Notes Organizers: 

 



Cooperative/Active Learning:  Students work together in small groups toward exploring a concept or 

learning a skill. Each member of the groups is accountable both individually and to each other.  

Students directly engage with the content through discussion, problem-solving, analysis,  or 

application. 

 

 

 

 

 

Think-Pair-Share  Jigsaw  Round-Robin 

Definition:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Definition:  
 
 
 

Definition:  
 
 

Example:  
 
 
 
 
 

Example:  Example:  

Group Peer Instruction  Station Rotation  Case Study  

Definition:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Definition:  
 
 

Definition:  
 
 
 

Example:  
 
 
 
 

Example:  
 

Example:  
 



Task-Based Learning is designed to teach skills by completing real-world tasks. The equivalent in library 

instruction is assignment-based instruction. Key elements include:  Define the task, how to complete 

the task, and follow up steps:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List 3 common library instructions tasks  List a guided notes or cooperative/active learning 
activity to facilitate this instruction  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

If you have any questions, contact me at: monger@wou.edu 

I'm also available for zoom meetings/discussion   

Robert Monge -- Instruction Librarian – Western Oregon University   

Additional Resources and Examples: https://research.wou.edu/interactive-worksheets 

https://research.wou.edu/interactive-worksheets

