Research Assignment Instructions

Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools can generate essays on almost any topic, but they don’t always get the facts right. This assignment will help you learn how to:
· Identify factual claims in writing.
· Verify information using credible academic sources.
· Think critically about the strengths and weaknesses of AI in historical research.

Instructions
1. Generate an AI Essay
· Go to chatgpt.com and instruct it to write a 5-paragraph essay on your topic.
· Copy and save the essay.

2. Create a Verification Chart
· Identify 8 to 10 factual claims from the AI essay.
· Verify each claim using credible library sources such as:
· CREDO Reference – https://tarleton.libguides.com/credoref 
· Funk and Wagnalls – https://tarleton.libguides.com/ebfwnwe 
· Complete the chart below.

Verification Chart Template Example
You can make this in Excel or whatever resource is easy for you.

	Claim from AI Essay
	Source Consulted
	Verification (True / False / Partially True)
	Notes

	George Washington was born in 1732 in Virginia.
	Encyclopedia Britannica
	True
	Born Feb. 22, 1732 (O.S. Feb. 11) in Westmoreland County, VA.

	As a young man, he worked as a surveyor.
	Mount Vernon Digital Encyclopedia
	True
	Washington became the official surveyor for Culpeper County in 1749.

	He served under British General Edward Braddock during the French and Indian War.
	Library of Congress
	True
	Volunteered as an aide-de-camp to Braddock in 1755.

	He became Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army in 1775.
	National Archives
	True
	Appointed by the Second Continental Congress, June 15, 1775.

	Washington’s victory at Yorktown in 1781 ended the Revolutionary War.
	American Battlefield Trust
	Partially True
	Yorktown was decisive, but the Treaty of Paris (1783) formally ended the war.



3. Write a Reflection Report (1 page)
In a separate document, reflect on your experience fact-checking the AI essay. Address:
· How accurate was the AI overall?
· What mistakes, oversimplifications, or surprising details did you find?
· How did verifying information deepen your understanding of the historical topic?

4. Submit a Works Cited/Bibliography
· List all sources you consulted using either MLA, APA, or Chicago style. 

What to Turn In
· The ChatGPT essay
· The completed Verification Chart
· The Reflection Report (about 1 page, double-spaced)
· A Works Cited / Bibliography

Grading (Total: 100 points)
· ChatGPT essay: 10 points
· Verification Chart: 40 points
· Reflection Report: 40 points
· Works Cited: 10 points


















Excerpts of Student Reactions 
Fugitive Slave Act
Doing this project made me realize that ChatGPT is mostly accurate but uses a lot of fluff to make things sound original. 

War of 1812
AI can give a summary and highlight major points, but it does not always provide deeper context or specific details. Factchecking is always necessary with using AI, and it made me feel more confident in the information and reminded me that AI research always requires verification. In the future, I think I will use AI as a brainstorming tool, but I will always fact-check its information with credible sources. 

Intolerable Acts 
Even though the AI essay was mostly accurate, it felt a little too simplified and left out some important information. Going to the process of fact-checking helped me to understand this period better. 

Articles of Confederation
The AI was pretty accurate but did not go into detail. I did not find any mistakes, but it wasn’t very descriptive. This whole process deepened my understanding of the Articles of Confederation because I had to fact-check everything. 

French and Indian War 
Fact-checking the AI was actually more interesting than I expected. Even though most of the information was right I noticed that the AI left out a lot of important details. Doing this fact-checking changed the way I think about using AI for schoolwork. It’s really good at giving a quick summary, but it doesn’t always go deep enough. It can miss context or skip over smaller but important details that make history interesting. Doing this project made me understand the war a lot better than before. I realize that using AI is fine as a starting point, but I still have to do the research and think critically about what’s true. It made me appreciate how important it is to check information and not just rely on what AI says. 

Bacon’s Rebellion
Most of the claims were factual, but some details were inaccurate or misleading. Fact-checking required me to engage more critically and recognize outlandish sounding things. 

Dred Scot Decision
While the AI essay was accurate, I did find one part that was very oversimplified. I learned that AI can help me to learn about topics I don’t quite understand. The process of fact-checking gave me a good understanding of this topic. 

Bill of Rights 
Most of the AI essay was accurate; it just did a lot of oversimplification. 

Salem Witch Trials
Fact-checking the AI essay turned out to be much more engaging and insightful than I expected. Overall, it was accurate, but I did find one false statement. It overstated how many people were accused and executed in the trials. This assignment strengthened my knowledge of the Salem Witch Trials and the importance of verifying information. 

Shays’ Rebellion
While the AI captured the broad strokes well, a few oversimplifications stood out. Verifying the AI essay prompted me to dig deeper into primary sources and scholarly interpretations. 

Mayflower Compact
Overall, the AI essay was accurate but brief and vague. The process of verifying facts through reliable sources reminded me that while AI can create strong drafts, it is still important for researchers and students to carefully evaluate the information presented. 

The Stamp Act
The AI essay was mostly accurate, but I did notice some slightly off dates and vague wording. It made the history sound too neat. The conflict, emotion, and disagreements were missing. The messy human side wasn’t coming through. 

Anti-Federalists
The AI essay was broadly correct, but simplified details and lacked nuance. 

Boston Massacre
I found the AI essay to be accurate but didn’t explain the topic thoroughly. It was vague in places and left out important information. 


Alexander Hamilton
I didn’t find anything false, but the AI only gave surface-level information. It was vague and incomplete in its description of important topics, such as the Federalist Papers.  

Kansas-Nebraska Act
While the essay was mostly accurate, it slightly oversimplified complex topics and left out important details. 

Thomas Paine
While the AI essay was overall accurate some of the claims were exaggerated. Oftentimes, ChatGPT would take information and add filler details to fabricate the sentence. 

Jamestown Colony 
While most of the information was correct, I did find some areas where AI didn’t go into full detail. I learned that AI could provide accurate summaries but it’s important to double check for completeness and subtle details. 

Navigation Acts
I did notice that while there were no completely false statements, AI’s oversimplification of some subtopics made some of its claims only partially true. 

John Brown
Verifying the AI’s work helped me strengthen my own critical thinking skills. Rather than accepting the essay at face value, I looked into reputable historical sources to confirm the accuracy of the events it described. This process made me more aware of how important it is to fact check. 

Underground Railroad
AI is remarkably adept at synthesizing information but lacks the critical discernment to distinguish between historical fact and popular myth. It included a fabricated quote attributed to Harriet Tubman which in my fact-checking I found was a myth.

Berlin Airlift
The claims made by ChatGPT were accurate, but the essay was weak in terms of depth, specificity, and lack of historical context. This assignment has shown how ChatGPT can be a useful starting place for research but should not be relied upon as a primary research tool. 

Attack on Pearl Harbor 
ChatGPT falsely claimed that Isoroku Yamamoto led the attack on Pearl Harbor. However, while Yamamoto did plan the attack, he wasn’t present at the battle. It was Chuichi Nagumo who led the attack. 

Plessy v. Ferguson
Some claims were oversimplified. For example, the ChatGPT essay states that Brown v. Board of Education overturned “separate but equal.” However, the ruling in that case only applied to public education. It took additional court cases and legislation to dismantle segregation in other areas. 

John D. Rockefeller
Mostly accurate but a couple of dates were off. For example, it said that the Supreme Court dissolved Standard Oil in 1908, but that happened in 1911. 

Watergate Scandal
The main weakness of the essay was the way in which it oversimplified numerous issues related to the Watergate affair. 

Jim Crow Laws
I did not find any false claims, but I did realize that some claims needed better or more specific evidence as its explanations were oversimplified. 

Reichstag Fire
I found ChatGPT to be a helpful starting tool. However, some claims were surface level, lacked nuance, and required deeper investigation. This assignment showed me the importance of checking information against credible sources and not assuming everything generated by AI is factual. 

Montgomery Bus Boycott
While mostly accurate, it did make false claims via omission. For example, it said that Rosa Parks was responsible for tempering the anger of African Americans, which shortchanges the efforts of others. It also wholly attributed the boycott to the Montgomery Improvement Association, ignoring the efforts of other organizations such as the Women’s Political Council. 

The Bonus Army
Although the information was consistently accurate, there were a few times in which the information was oversimplified. 

Compromise of 1877
All the information the AI provided was true but not very in-depth. 

Cuban Missile Crisis
All claims were true but one was oversimplified and missing key context. Overall, this assignment showed me how important it is to double-check information. 

Andrew Carnegie 
The AI did not really give of just facts but more so embellishment of making him seem like a great man. My research uncovered darker sides of his business practices that ChatGPT left out.

Scopes Monkey Trial
Overall, the AI essay was accurate but oversimplified important aspects of the trial. Verifying the information brought greater clarity and more nuance. 

Chinese Exclusion Act
I found ChatGPT to be a pretty reliable tool, but still a good idea to double check anything that seems off.
 
9/11 Terrorist Attacks
Verifying all the claims from the essay allowed me to dig deeper into this tragedy and understand more about it. 

Spanish American War
The essay that ChatGPT generated was accurate, but I learned that it is important to verify its information with trusted sources like Britannica Academic. 

Zimmermann Telegram
I found that most of the content was accurate, but not comprehensive. 

Korean War
While the ChatGPT essay was technically correct, it lacked substance. The essay is very general and unsupported. It doesn’t cite any sources making it difficult for the reader to know where its claims are coming from. 

Occupation of Veracruz of 1914
While mostly accurate, it did mix-up some details with the Mexican-American War of 1846-48. 

The Panama Canal 
Even though the essay was accurate, I found the writing to be awkward and unnatural. 

Civilian Conservation Corps
The AI provided correct information but left out some details. 

Harlem Renaissance 
One thing I noticed is that AI is helpful for getting basic information quickly, but it can also leave out important details or by adding things in. Due to that, I learned that it’s important to compare AI answers with real sources instead of trusting them completely.
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